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WAR FOOD ADMINISTRATION 


a Agricultural Adjustment Agency 
4 ol a p Q Washington 25, D. C. 


June 11, 1945 


Suggested script for broadcast by member of 44k or Extension 
Service with Radio Farm Director or announcer —— or 4s an inter— 
view between two members of either farm agencye 


There was an old adage I used to hear as a youngster which reminded 
me that if a thing is worth doing, it's worth doing well, And 
that's a pretty good thing to remember. If you're going to spend 
your time in doing a job, it pays to spend a little extra time to 
do a good job. ind that adage can apply to farming as well as to 
anything else. So today, we've asked Mr. B_(name) , AC bey 

to tell our farm listeners how they can put in a little extra time 
on their peanut crop in order to do a better job. 


What is your word to the wise for today, Mr. B ? 


Well, to button up my advice for today in a peanut shell, I'd say 
dust or spray your peanut crop for higher yields. 


That's all very well, It's clear and concise. But we'd like to 
know a little more about it, "Dust or spray your peanut crop for 
higher yields, Dust or spray with what? ind what's the difference 
between dusting and spraying, and which is better? fnd why does 
that increase your yields, and... ." 

% 
Weit a minute, (name) { One question at a time, and slower please! 
Let's begin at the beginning and straighten all this out in words of: 
one syllable. | 


Sure, Let's back up and start out with a field of peanuts, properly ©. 
planted and cultivated, growing like all good peanuts should, ind 
then what? 


Then one day you notice some spots on the lower leaves of your pea— 
nut plants. 


ind that means leaf~spot,. 
Right, Or may xe you notice that a few leaf-hoppers — deadly little 
insect enemies -- working on the leaves of your plants, Then it's 


time to dust or spray your crop to be sure you get a good yield, 


How does dusting or spraying increase your peanut yields? 


ANNOTINGER 


B: 


ANNOUNCER: 


B: 


ANNOUNCER: 


B: 


ANNOUNCER: 


Bae 


ANNOUNCER: 


Bs 


ANNOUNCER: 


wees 


Well, an the first, place, leaf-spot, unless it's treated, causes 

a severe spotting and the leaves drop off, Leaf-hoppers feed on 

the plant and make it hard for that plant to support the developing 
‘peanuts. But if you treat the plants before these pests get in 

too much of their dirty work, the foliage is retained and your crop. 
has the advantage of the full growing season. «nd your harvest 
period is extended, 


That sounds all right to mo, but how do you know that increases 
the yield? ahah 


You sound as if you came from Missouri, - But I can show 
you if that's what it takes, I can show you with figures taken 
from actual tests in the field, 


Well, show me then. I'm willing to be convinced, 


In the vast few seasons, fifty-seven tests were made in Georgia, 
Tests.in which sulphur dust was used on Spanish peanuts gave an 
‘average increase in yields of over three hundred pounds per acre. 
Estimating. on the conservative side, that was raising the value 
of his crop to the farmer by at least twenty-five dollars an acre, 
after you deduct the cost of the materials used in dusting, 


Now that's talking my language, when you break it down to actual — 
cold, hard cash in the farmer's pocket, 


Yes indeed, ind that's just one set of experiments. Farmers all 
over the peanut belt have proved the same thing to themselves by 
trying it out. Se 


That’ being the case, let's go into this. thing a little further, 
Let's go into the when and how of the treatment. | 


Well, hitting the when first, the farmer should begin dusting or 
spraying just as soon as: he sees the first spots on the lower 
leaves, If he's raising the Spanish type, he'll probably find 
them ahout sixty to sixty-five days after planting. Runner and 
Virginia varicties begin to show spots about ten days later. 


Can he dust or spray his crop just once and let it go at that? 


Not for the best results. Generally spcaking, if the farmer catches 
these pcanut pests when the spots first appear and dusts or sprays, 
then following up with about three applications at two week inter- 

vals, then he's pretty sure of good results. If a heavy rain should 
come up within twenty-four hours after a treatment, then he'd better 
do it again. 


Sy 


Could you tell us how you would go about this dusting or spraying 


> process? 
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give you on that would be to’ talk it over 
e State Extension Service, or State _ 
, I could give you some general muhes Of 4 
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Let's hear thems 


- -Dusts may’ be applied when the plants are dry or slightly damp, and 
sprays when the leaves arc dry. Put on the dust when the air is 

- still, usually in early morning or evening. If it rains hard with-— 
in twenty-four hours after dusting, the vines should be dusted again 


_ right away, 


Which is better, hand or machine dusting or spraying? 


I'd say by machine, Standard power-driven dusting or spraying 
equipment will do — the same kind you would use for cotton or any 
other row erop. . Hand dusting doesn't work so well because it's | 
o so much slower and harder to do a good job of covering the plants 
-- gompletely, particularly the undersides of the leaves. 
That's all very well, but it's not as easy as it once was for. 
farmers to get hold of the machinery they need. - 


_- True enough, But multiple-row dusters and sprayers can be found ~ 
in almost every community in the peanut belt. Maybe it will takes: es 
> ua Little more: effort to figure out how you can get hold of one aie 
boeeieat. the proper time, but when you do work it.out, the results will. | 

; more than repay you for that extra effort. Pate: 


All this talk of dusting and spraying, but you haven't yet told if 
ets us what it is you're putting on the plants. What materials do 28h ee as 
pee YOU use? “7 ‘po 


I know I haven't said anything about that. For dusting ITwould 
use sulphur or copper-sulphur dust. For spraying, Bordeaux mixture, tee 
made by using four pounds of hydrated lime and four pounds of snow 
‘copper sulphate to each f'fty gallons of water has proved most — eS 
practical, Further informa tion can be obtained from your county 


agent. ei 
Is it better to dust or spray? ay ae a 
: ert, tee? : oe 


That depends. Spraying is usually more trouble than dusting. So, 
- because it is so simple and inexpensive, dusting is usually recom— _ 
mended, But if you can get the cquipment for spraying and you S 


can't for dusting, then I'd say you'd better spray, — Ree 
Paar we py ote eee a 
You say dusting 1s inexocnsive. Wha t does inexpensive mean to you? 
Well, say you want to use copper sulphur dust. That's one of the A Sh sas 
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better ones. You'd necd about fifteen to twenty pounds of dust 

per acre for each treatment, or just about seventy-five pounds 

for the four treatments. Your copper—sulphur dust costs from 

four dollars and seventy-five cents to five dollars and fifty cents 
a hundred pounds. . lusting grade sulphur usually costs from three, 
dollars to three dollars and fifty ecents a hundred pounds. if 

we figure an increased yi.-ld of 300 pounds per acre, with peanuts. 
selling for seven to eight cents per pound, ‘and: with the increased 
production of hay selling at current prices, there is a gain of at 
least twenty-five dollars per acre above the cost of material. 


That's not bad. 


Not half bad. .And that's not all. hk peanut crop that has been 
properly treated gives a much better grade of hay. 


That’ too, is an item worth considering. 


But I would like to add another word of warning to farmers, ‘The 

dusts used for treating peanuts are srritating to the eyes and it 
would be a good idea to'wear goggles when applying them to your 

Crop. 


Thanks a lot, (name) _, for telling us how to get the job of 
raising more peanuts per acre done and done well. And if farmers 
would like to know more about dusting and spraying, they cancall 
on the county agent, the State Extension Service, or the State 
Experiment Station. 7 . 


This material was prepared jointly by the Agricultural Adjustment 
Ageney; the Bureau of Plant Industry, Soils, and Agricultural 
Engincering; and the Extonsion Service, 


